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General Education Academics 

5 October 2021 
Minutes 

Mission: Cloud County Community College prepares students to 
lead successful lives and enhances the vitality of our communities. 

 
1. Roll Call:  

Present: Don Benjamin (Interim Dean/Agriculture), Cathy Forshee (Business), David 
Shirkey (Math), Brent Phillips (Humanities and Dean of Communication, Humanities and 
Business), Stefanie Perret (Nursing), Dennis Smith (Sciences), Kit Thompson (Renewables), 
Kristina Frost (Behavioral and Social Sciences and Criminal Justice), Suzette Ghent 
(Communications), Cindy Lamberty (Director of AIEP).  
Absent: Dr. Kimberly Zant (Vice President of Academic Affairs) 
 

2. Minutes 
Minutes of May meeting. Moved by Kit, second by Dennis to accept the minutes. All in 
favor, minutes approved. 

 
3. HLC update: 

Taskforce currently working on Assurance Argument and will be sent out soon. This 
committee may be asked to review information for sections dealing with General Education. 
 

4. Review proposed monthly agenda items: (attached at end of minutes) 
The TBA mostly for reviewing small sample set of Fall 2021 General Education artifacts.  
Assessment professional development opportunities mentioned 
 

5. General Education Artifact Report: (attached at end of minutes) 
Overall positive experience and good data to discuss. Evaluator suggestions on length and 
types of student submission for artifacts. Consistency in assignments is needed based on 
evaluator comments; especially since assignments are not attached to the student work. 
Common assignments will also aid adjunct faculty to know what to assign for artifacts.  
 
Tables show evaluators scores (top line) compared to instructor score per semester. 
Evaluator scores lower than instructor scores. Many of the evaluator scores did not meet 
mastery overall. The artifact scores cannot be broken down by course as they were 
randomly chosen from all submissions. Math did not have 50 artifacts to select, only 45 were 
submitted, and several of them were multiple choice exams. The multiple choice exam 
questions do not allow student to demonstrate the outcomes. Common assignments in 
Science have been used for several semesters but it was not always used and the “reports” 
were not addressing all outcomes. Strengths and areas for improvement available in the 
report.  
 
Discussion: The communication evaluators used a rubric from one of the Communications 
instructors. Discussion about math and how can that be completed? A suggested general 
education assignment is available (attached at end of minutes). This assignment does 
require written work. A common assignment is clearly indicated by artifact report. Artifacts 



must be able to be submitted and outcomes evaluated.  
 
Common assignments available so far have been compiled by AIEP. The purpose of 
common assignment is that they can be modified for each course in the general education 
discipline. Foreign language poses a problem for artifact evaluation.  
 
Question was posed about having outside evaluators (from other colleges). This could be 
investigated in the future.  
 
While the focus of this report and this committee is general education, program learning 
outcomes can also benefit from common assignments.  

 
6. Other: Assessment Day will focus on norming and looking at student work and common 

assignments.  
 

7. Professional Development: Reminder to sign up for upcoming Assessment Institute.  
 

8. Adjournment: 
Moved by Kit and second by Dennis to adjourn. Meeting adjourned  

 
Attachments 

 
Attachments  
Proposed Agenda for year 
General Education Artifact Report 
Proposed Math General Education Common Assignment 
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